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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-20, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hilt et 
al(Herein Hilt U.S Patent 5, 465, 206). 

As per claim 1 Hilt discloses a system for implementing consumer based 
communication rules in relation to a financial account, the system comprising: 
a microprocessor based rule engine ("i. e, "payment network rules" see column 18 lines 
45-52) and a computer readable medium, wherein the computer readable medium 
includes instructions executable by the microprocessor based rule engine to: 
receive a trigger, wherein the trigger (see column 21 lines 1-6) indicates a 
correspondence associated with the financial account; 
receive a communication rule from a participant associated with the 
financial account; 

incorporate the communication rule into a communication rule set 

maintained on the computer readable medium; 

access information associated with the financial account; 

apply the communication rule set to the information associated with 

the financial account, wherein a content of the correspondence is based at least in part 

on the application of the communication rule set. (Note Fig: 9 see column 18 lines 29-65 

and column 21 lines 1-56 and column 10 lines 1-62). 

As per claim 2 Hilt discloses wherein the financial account is part of an 
account group, wherein the communication rule is directed to a set of financial accounts 
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from the account group, wherein the set of financial accounts is selected from a group 
consisting of: all accounts within the account group, a subset of accounts within the 
account group, and a single account within the account group, (see column 18 lines 29- 
65 and column 21 lines 1-56 and column 10 lines 1-62). 

As per claim 3 Hilt discloses wherein the instructions are further executable by 
the microprocessor based rule engine to: 

provide an output directed to one or more members associated with the account group, 
wherein the output includes the correspondence. ( see column 18 lines 29-65 and 
column 21 lines 1-56 and column 10 lines 1-53). 

As per claim 4 Hilt discloses wherein the output is an electronic communication. ( 
see column 18 lines 29-65 and column 21 lines 1-56 and column 10 lines 1-53). 

As per claim 5 Hilt discloses wherein the output is selected from a group consisting 
of: a paper letter, an insert, a presentation instrument carrier, and a message placed on 
a statement. (Note Fig: 9 see column 18 lines 29-65 and column 21 lines 1-56 and 
column 10 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 6 Hilt discloses wherein the participant is a first participant, 
wherein at least a second participant is also associated with the financial account, 
wherein the communication rule is received from the first participant, and wherein the 
instructions are further executable by the microprocessor based rule engine to: 
provide an output directed to the second participant, wherein includes the 
correspondence(Note Fig: 9 see column 18 lines 29-65 and column 21 lines 1-56 and 
column 10 lines 1-62) provide a set of canned messages, wherein the communication 
rule indicates one of the set of canned messages; and 

incorporate the canned message into the output. (Note Fig: 9 see column 18 lines 29- 
65 and column 21 lines 1-56 and column 10 lines 1-50). 

As per claim 7 Hilt discloses wherein the participant is a first participant, 
wherein at least a second participant is also associated with the financial account, 
wherein the communication rule is received from the first participant, wherein the 
communication rule includes a message provided by the first participant, and wherein 
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the instructions are further executable by the microprocessor based rule engine to: 
provide an output directed to the second participant, wherein the output includes the 
message provided by the first participant. ( see column 18 lines 29-65 and column 21 
lines 1-56). 

As per claim 8 Hilt discloses wherein the first participant is a Senior party in an 
account group, wherein the second participant is a junior party in the account group, 
and wherein the financial account is part of the account group, (see column 18 lines 29- 
65 and column 21 lines 1-56 and column 10 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 9 Hilt discloses wherein the communication rule indicates a 
communication preference. (Note Fig: 9 see column 18 lines 29-65 and column 21 lines 
1-56 and column 10 lines 1-50). 

As per claim 1 0 Hilt discloses wherein the communication preference is selected 
from a group consisting of: a graphical presentation, a textual presentation, a 
summarized presentation, a multi-account presentation, and a message priority. (Note 
Fig: 9 see column 18 lines 29-65 and column 21 lines 1-56 and column 10 lines 1-65). 

As per claim 1 1 Hilt discloses a method for implementing consumer based 
communication rules in relation to a financial account, the method comprising: 
receiving an indication of a financial account, wherein the indication identifies a 
participant associated with the financial account; 

providing a communication rules interface to the participant over a communication 
network; 

receiving a communication rule via the communication rules interface ("i. e, "payment 
network rules" see column 18 lines 45-52) receive a trigger, wherein the trigger(see 
column 21 lines 1-6) indicates a correspondence associated with the financial account; 
accessing information associated with the financial account; and applying the 
communication rule to the information associated with the financial account, wherein a 
content of the correspondence is based at least in part on the application of the 
communication rule. (Note Fig: 9 see column 18 lines 29-65 and column 21 lines 1-56 
and column 10 lines 1-62). 
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As per claim 12 Hilt discloses wherein the participant is a first participant, wherein 
at least a second participant is also associated with the financial account, wherein the 
communication rule("i. e, "payment network rules" see column 18 lines 45-52) is 
received from the first participant, and wherein the method further comprises: 
providing an output directed to the second participant, wherein the output includes the 
correspondence, providing a set of canned messages, wherein the communication rule 
indicates one of the set of canned messages; and 

incorporating the canned message into the output. (Note Fig: 9 see column 18 lines 29- 
65 and column 21 lines 1-56). 

As per claim 13 Hilt discloses wherein the communication rule includes a 
message provided by the participant, and wherein the method further comprises: 
providing an output directed to the participant, wherein the output includes the message 
provided by the participant. (Note Fig: 9 see column 18 lines 29-65 and column 21 lines 
1-56 and column 10 lines 1-60). 

As per claim 14 Hilt discloses a method for implementing consumer based 
communication rules in relation to an account group, the method comprising: 
receiving an indication of an account group, wherein the indication identifies a member 
of the account group, and wherein the account group includes at least a first financial 
account and a second financial account; 

providing a communication rules interface to the member over a communication 
network, receiving a communication rule via the communication rules interface; 
accessing information associated with the account group; and applying the 
communication rule to the information associated with the account group, (see column 
18 lines 29-65 and column 21 lines 1-56 and column 10 lines 1-62). 

As per claim 1 5 Hilt discloses wherein the method further includes generating an 
output directed to one or more members associated with the account group, wherein the 
output is based at least in part on the application of the communication rule to the 
information associated with the first financial account and the information associated 
with the second financial account. (Note Fig: 9 see column 18 lines 29-65 and column 
21 lines 1-56 and column 10 lines 1-62). 
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As per claim 16 Hilt discloses wherein the output is selected from a group 
consisting of: an electronic communication, and a paper communication. (Note Fig: 9 
see column 18 lines 29-65 and column 21 lines 1-56 and column 10 lines 1-62). 

As per claim 1 7 Hilt discloses wherein at least a first member and a second 
member are associated with the account group, wherein the communication rule is 
received from the first member, wherein the output is directed to the second member, 
and wherein the method further comprises: 

providing a set of canned messages, wherein the communication rule indicates one of 
the set of canned messages; and 

incorporating the one of the canned message into the output. (Note Fig: 9 see column 
18 lines 29-65 and column 21 lines 1-56). 

As per claim 18 Hilt discloses wherein the combination of the first member and 
the second member is selected from a group consisting of: a combination where the first 
member is a senior party and the second member is a junior party, a combination where 
the first member is a junior member and the second member is a senior member, and a 
combination where the first member and the second member are of equal status. (Note 
Fig: 9 see column 18 lines 29-65 and column 21 lines 1-56 and column 10 lines 1-60). 

As per claim 1 9 Hilt discloses wherein the first financial account is a liability 
account, and wherein the second financial account is an asset account. (Note Fig: 9 see 
column 18 lines 29-65 and column 21 lines 1-56 and column 10 lines 1-62). 

As per claim 20 Hilt discloses 20. The method of claim 14 wherein the 
communication rule directs production of a comprehensive report about the account 
group. (Note Fig: 9 see column 18 lines 29-65 and column 21 lines 1-56 and column 10 
lines 1-52). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
Applicants disclosure. 

Walker et al (US 2001/0042785 A1 PUB) teaches method and apparatus for funds and 
credit line transfer. 

W eichert et al (US 2004,01 17302 Pub) teaches payment management. 
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Jones er al. et all (US Patent 6, 021 , 397) teaches financial advisory system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Clement B Graham whose telephone number 571-272- 

6795. The examiner can normally be reached on 7am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on 703-308-0505. The fax phone numbers 

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-0040 

for regular communications and 703-305-0040 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 
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